
             Room One              

                                                                                                                                                                         
Welcome to all Parents and Carers of children in Room One.  

The following is a very brief explanation of some of the things that you might find useful to know about how room one 

operates. I would like to invite all Parents and Carers to make an appointment to come and see me so that we can discuss 

their child’s individual needs and learning programs.  

Communication 

The student diaries are a great way for parents and teachers to communicate with each other about all the small issues 

that arise: such as absences, minor accidents, playground problems and things that may have happened at home that could 

influence a child’s mood or behaviour. I read and sign the diaries everyday and the students get a sticker to indicate that 

everything went well. If there has been a problem with behaviour or their schoolwork I will make a comment and possibly 

draw a grumpy face!  

 You can also email me at tracey.harman@education.wa.edu.au, leave messages with the office or pop in and see me after 

school. Before school is more difficult as it is often busy and I tend to be preoccupied with getting ready for the school 

day. I am always happy to discuss your child’s progress or any problems that might arise. Just let me know and we can make 

an appointment. 

Parent Help 

If anyone would like to help with reading or anything else in the classroom, please let me know. We have had some wonderful 

Mums over the past couple of years who volunteered their services and the children loved it.  If anyone has a flair for 

drama, storytelling, art or how to use an I pad effectively we could really use your help! You can drop in on an occasional 

basis; it need not be a regular commitment. 

 

mailto:tracey.harman@education.wa.edu.au


 

Behaviour Management 

This year children are given points when they demonstrate positive behaviours and these points will earn 

classroom cash that can be spent at our prize shop at the end of the term. There is also a class point 

system to encourage cooperative behaviours. Room One students will be participating in Mrs Clements’ 

“Chippy Friday” as part of our school behaviour management program. The whole school will also be 

involved with the ‘Positive Behaviour in Schools ‘program where children are given faction tokens for 

exhibiting the targeted behaviours. This term the focus is showing respect through manners and 

greetings. We are continuing on with the ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ program. This year we are focusing on 

developing self-confidence through repetition, persistence and positive self-talk. 

 

Fridays  

The students will be going to Room 6 every Friday and Mrs Clement will be their teacher on that day. 

Fridays will be no different than the other four days of the week where students are taught age 

appropriate content and skills as outlined in the curriculum. Mrs Clement will be focusing on Literacy, 

concentrating on developing the student’s oral language and vocabulary skills. She will also be covering 

Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Homework 

Reading 

Home reading will be sent home on a daily basis. It would be extremely helpful if parents could sign the 

children’s reading log books every night and write an encouraging comment for their child. If you find a 

book is too hard, too easy or the child has read that book before please let me know by writing a note in 

their diaries or send me an email. Students can often be fluent readers but may not fully understand what 

they read so it is always helpful to test this by asking them questions about what they have just read. I 

have included some information on how to help your child with reading at the end of this booklet. 

Spelling  

As part of our spelling and phonics programme students will bring home weekly spelling lists so they can 

practise at home. I have included an outline of the ‘Sounds-Write’ spelling programme that you may find 

useful. A parent information session will take place on Thursday 13th March to explain the program and 

how best to help your child develop their phonemic awareness and decoding skills. 

 Mathematics 

I encourage students to use the Mathletics web site at home as well as at school as this provides time 

outside of school hours to practise and consolidate their mathematical skills and understandings. The 

‘Mathletics Live’ competition is particularly helpful in developing student’s ability to automatically recall 

and use basic number facts. 

Other homework may be sent home when the need arises but only after I have discussed this with a 

child’s parents first.  

 



 

News Roster 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Jai 

Mikayla 

Ry 

Chase 

Blaise 

Nate 

Lewis 

Eva 

 Cooper 

Paige 

Harper 

Deanna 
 

Felicity 

Nash 

Tippa 

Grace 

Maurie 
 

 

 

Library Day will be on Wednesday. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday   Mrs Clement 
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10:30                                                                        Recess 
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LOTE: Ibu Erlin 

12;30                                                                                                          Lunch 
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SPORT: Ms Smith 

 

 

MUSIC: Mr Clune 
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SCIENCE 
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Below is an excerpt from the Sounds-Write program that forms the basis of our linguistic approach at 

Walkaway. 

Sounds-Write is a linguistic phonics program that starts from what children already know, the sounds of their 

own language, and teaches in careful steps, how each of the 44 or so phonemes (sounds) can be represented in written 

English. 

 

It is based on teaching the knowledge, conceptual and factual, on which the English alphabet code is based, and the three 

skills needed to enable learners to use our code effectively. 

 

Understanding how our alphabetic principle works is the crucial prerequisite in the early stages of reading. 

 

Research (Bonnie Macmillan – Why Schoolchildren Can’t Read, 1997) has shown that among the practises of effective 

teachers are: 

- teaching in small, sequential steps 

- maintaining a relatively fast teaching pace but avoiding large mental leaps and 

- providing practice at graduated levels of difficulty in order to ensure relatively error-free experiences. 

What is conceptual knowledge? 
1. Letters are symbols (graphemes) that represent sounds (phonemes). 

2. A phoneme (sound) can be represented by 1, 2, 3 or 4 letters. 

e.g.   dog     street      night     dough 

     3. One sound can have different spellings. 

         e.g.   break     gate     stay     rain 

     4.  One spelling can have different sounds. 

         e.g.   bread      meat       steak    



 

What is factual knowledge? 
It is the ways of representing our speech sounds. We have 26 letters of in our alphabet but use around 44 sounds. There 

are approximately 176 symbols to represent these sounds. e.g. one letter one sound - ‘a’ as in cat, ‘v’ as in vet; two or more 

letters one sound – ‘ee’ as in tree, igh’ as in night, ‘ough’ as in though 

What are the skills? 
1. Blending – pushing the sounds together to build a work 

              e.g.  c...a...t  = cat 

2. Segmenting – pulling apart the individual sounds in words. 

              e.g.  pig = p…i…g 

3. Phoneme manipulation – take sounds out and put sounds into words.  

               e.g.  <o> - is it ‘o’ as in hot, or ‘oe’ as in no 

What are we trying to teach? 
Initial Code      
We want the children to learn that letters are symbols for sounds, so that they see the letters <m> <a> <t>, they say 

and hear  /m/ /a/ /t/  'mat' 

To begin with, we shall be working only with 2 and 3 sound words. Your child  needs to say the sounds and listen to hear 

what the word is. For this reason, sounds need to be said very precisely. For example, when we see the letter <m>, we say 

/m/ and not 'muh'. Some sounds are much more difficult to say without adding a bit of an 'uh', but, with practice, it can 

be done. When your child has said all the sounds in a word and then read the word, ask them to write the word on a piece 

of paper or a small white/chalk board. 

After your child has tackled 3 sound words, their teacher will be moving on to words made using 4 (l-a-m-p) and 5 (c-r-i-s-p) 

sounds. 

We will always be talking about sounds, not letters and you can effectively help by not using letter names, only sounds. 

If you are not sure how to say the sounds correctly, please ask your child’s teacher. 



 

Extended Code 
At this level the children will be discovering through explicit, structured teaching our more complex concepts. (See under 

Conceptual knowledge heading) It is at this point of our code that many children become confused and find spelling difficult. 

As many of our sounds have different spellings we begin with the most common and return to that sounds adding more 

alternatives. 

e.g. Unit 2 ‘ae’ – ‘ai’, ‘ea’, ‘ay’ and ‘a-e’  (first spellings) 

      Unit 27 ‘ae’ – ‘ey’, ‘a’, ‘ei’ and ‘eigh’ will be added  (more spellings) 

Just as in the Initial Code, lessons will progress at a brisk pace with a variety of activities in each session. In general, 

teachers will choose a target phoneme and spend 1 - 2 weeks working with words containing it. 

 

Polysyllabic Words 
Most of the words we use are made up of more than 1 syllable. Therefore we think it is important to teach explicitly how to 

tackle these words when reading and how to break them down for spelling. 

Once the children have started at the Extended Code level words of more than 1 syllable will become part of the lessons. 

The teacher will begin by using compound words, that is, words made from putting 2 words together to make a new word e.g. 

sun/set = sunset, moving to words made up of 2, 3, 4 & 5 syllables e.g. fan/tas/tic = fantastic  


