
 

Dear Parents,  

It has been a very busy term so far, kicked off by Swimming Lessons in Week 3.  Whether 

this was due to being earlier in the term or not but our students were coming home looking 

exhausted.  This however didnôt stop the majority from bouncing in each morning ready and 

excited to be going swimming again.  This year the Centre Supervisor started the welcome 

to students by making comment of the role of in-term swimming being about water safety 

and ensuring our students are capable, competent and aware around water. An important 

reflection on the importance of these lessons.  I was also really pleased to see the student 

participation and respectful attitudes during lessons.  A special appreciation to our school 

ambassadors who looked after our Pre-Primary students and supported them in the first 

swimming lesson adventures. 

Our Year 6 Ambassadors attended a Year 6 Leadership Camp, with Mr Epps and Mrs 

Bavoillot, during week 5 of term. We joined Mrs Flander, Mrs Carter and the Year 6ôs of 

Mingenew Primary School, for an action packed 4 days of team and personal challenges. I 

look forward to seeing our ambassadors utilise these skills as they lead the students of 

Walkaway Primary School through this year. 

Well done to all of our Year 3 and 5 students who just completed NAPLAN testing over the 

last two weeks.  NAPLAN testing includes Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language and 

Numeracy Tests with the results assisting with teacher curriculum planning and support for 

individual students as well as whole school monitoring planning.  Other than Year 3 Writing, 

NAPLAN is conducted online.  This year our Year 3ôs utilised iPads as their assessment 

platform and our Year 5ôs laptops, which appears to work quite seamlessly once connect to 

the lock down browser. 

Anaphylaxis is a real risk to some of our students, primarily in the form of Nuts.  Staff 

undertake training to support the school in preventing and managing an anaphylactic 

event.  As a school we need to implement strategies to reduce the risk of accidental 

exposure, specifically for parents we ask that you consider your childôs lunch box choices, to 

be nut free. We discourage the sharing of lunch box items across the school as part of this 

strategy. 

NCVISSA Interschool Swimming, for Year 3 - 6 students is being held on Friday 28 March 

at the Aquarena.  Assessments and swim offs during our recent swimming lessons enabled 

our school team to be selected;   

 Jake Thurkle   Esme Johnson Jack Levett   Eli Johnson        

 Karlton Griechen  Cooper Smith  Savannah Cole  Ali Harcourt       
 

 Chelsea Scorgie  Cooper Womersley  Callum Levett  Kira OôDwyer   
 

           Kenzi Crothers       Harper Bowtell-Hasleby    Grace Thurkle Eva Thurkle 

 

Kindy Days for Terms 1 & 2 
Monday & Tuesday  

                       walkaway.ps@education.wa.edu.au                      www.walkawayps.wa.edu.au 
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Next P&C Meeting 

27th March 2025  

Time & Location TBC 

Our P&C pledged money at their first meeting this year to support some projects in and around the school.  Whilst some of 

these have been already been put in place some are a work in progress (generally awaiting suppliers).  Items include large 

drying rack for the Art Room, colourful bag hooks around the school, water cooler for Rm 4, outdoor debris vacuum, benches 

for quiet garden, Rm 2 outdoor learning space to name a few.  Sincere thanks for the ongoing support from our parents 

involved within the P&C and the projects that they undertake. Best wishes for the Motherõs Day Morning Tea planning and 

prep. 

I would like to formally announce to the school community that Ms Heywood will be taking 12 months leave, commencing 

Semester 2 this year.  A formal recruitment process is being undertaken to fill this position in the school. An advertisement will 

be going live in the coming days, to close at the beginning of term 2.  This will enable us to finalise the recruitment process 

and plan for handover to start the second half of the year with minimal disruption. 

Our first assembly is on Thursday 3rd April @ 9am, where I look forward to celebrating school and student successes. 

Next term, students return on Tuesday 29th April, whilst the office and staff will be here Monday as part of a scheduled 

school development day.  

Have a happy Easter and term break. Kind regards,   

         Phil Epps Principial   



2025 Voluntary Contributions $60 per child  

Thank you to all the families who have already paid their Voluntary Contributions.  

These funds contribute to: Photocopying for class work, Classroom resources, eg computer 
equipment, paper, files, reading books, Physical education and art equipment  

You can pay by cash to Shannon or Sharon in the office or direct deposit into our bank account.  

Walkaway Primary School                                                                                                      
BSB: 016-650   Acc #: 3409 -43005                                                                                                

Ref: Surname School Fees  

Hello all and welcome back for 2025, 

You may or may not know of an annual competition run by Latitude Jewellers in 
Geraldton called ĀFlotsam and Jetsamā.  

It celebrates creativity, community and environmental protection by using 
materials washed up on the beach, to make artworks.  

In term 1, the students from Room 1 will be creating entries for the Flotsam and 
Jetsam competition on the theme of The Circus.  

If you have found or find materials washed up on the beach and are happy to 
donate them for this project, I would be most grateful.                                                          
Items may include: rope, floats, wood and plastics such as bottles 

Please drop your donations into the container outside the Art Room. 

Thank you so much and I look forward to sharing our circus creations with you all.  

Kristen Hogue Art Teacher                                                                         
 

For more information,  check out Latitude Jewellers website. www.latitudejewellers.com.au 

ZONE 

FROM THE  

We have some students  who have moderate to severe anaphylactic nut 

allergies. To keep these students safe and well at our school, we ask if 

you could not send any food containing nuts for recess and lunch.  

Thank you in advance for your support. 

Fear -Less Triple P Seminar  

Who is this for? Parents of children/teenagers (approximately 6 -14 years old) who are overly anxious or fearful  

Fear -Less Triple P can support you to:  

¶ Encourage your childõs coping skills  

¶ Help your child manage their anxiety  

¶ Teach your child problem solving skills  

¶ Become confident as a parent  

¶ Take care of yourself  

Please contact the office with expressions of interest:  

¶ Face to Face  

¶ Online webinar  

¶ During school hours  

¶ After school hours  

These conducted or supported by our school psychologist - Lexie 

Or Online webinar coming up on Thursday 3rd April 7 - 9pm 
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