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MARCH
UPCOMING EVENTS
11th School Banking
8.30—9am
12th Sounds Write
Parent Information
Meeting 5.30pm
19th MDMT Meeting
1.30pm
25th School Banking
8.30—9am

Hello all
I can’t believe it’s half way through Term One already. It’s been a busy start
to the term with lots more to come. I know it can be hard to keep track of
upcoming events so to help with this, today families will receive a term
planner. It is a great learning opportunity for students, particularly those in
the two senior rooms, to be checking notes and dates on the upcoming
events in the newsletter and helping you by adding them to the term
planner. There is a small amount of room to also add a few details as the
information notes come out.

WALKAWAY PS AGREEMENT PACKAGE
Thank you to those families that have returned their agreement package.
Should you not have returned yours, please do so by this Friday. As the
main emphasis of this package is the updated online policy, students who
have not had them returned by Wednesday 11th March will not be able to
use technology until this form is returned. A second copy can be forwarded
to you if needed, please just let us know.

27th NCVISSA Swimming
Carnival
NAPLAN ONLINE
APRIL
UPCOMING EVENTS
1st Rm 4 Assembly &
Open Day
8th School Banking
8.30—9am
9th ANZAC Service
Sausage Sizzle lunch
END OF TERM

Next term our Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in NAPLAN online.
Parents of those students will receive an information pamphlet explaining
NAPLAN online. Further clarification of our timetable will be available early
next term.

SWIMMING TEAM
Congratulations to our 2020 swimming team. This year’s competitors are:
Year 6— Chace, Angus, Wil, Aurora, Mia, Reese, Lilly
Year 5—Richard, Jhi, Charlie
Year 4—Allen, William, Kolt, Bryony, Jocelyn, Macy
Year 3—Patrick, Ben, Caitlyn, Rebecca
A program with events and competitors listed will come out closer to the
NCVISSA carnival. Wishing our team all the best for the day.

GROWTH MINDSET

We are working hard to instil in our students the
importance of having a growth mindset. This is a belief that
abilities, skills, knowledge and talents can be attained as long as
we continue to work towards achieving them. I will be sharing
some resources and ideas on our Facebook from time to time to
help us to work together to foster this self-belief and
perseverance.

NO, SO, GO, TELL
We are aiming to build resiliency, problem solving and open
communication with our students. To do this, we have built the
No, So, Go, Tell steps which are currently being focussed on in
all classrooms.
When our students encounter a social challenge in the
playground, the steps for them to follow are:
No—say no or please stop
So—in this phase the students will be explicitly taught options
they can take/try


Was my request to stop listened to (ie did the behaviour stop?)



Is there something else I can try?



Can I offer a compromise—eg a way to share the equipment?



Do I need to repeat my request to stop?

Go—walk away from the situation
Tell—this is an important step. It is necessary for the students to tell the teachers, either those on duty,
their classroom teacher or myself, if they were unable to resolve the situation by themselves or the
behaviour is ongoing. This needs to be reported immediately so staff can act by listening to the students’
concerns and following up accordingly.
We, of course, encourage our students to also talk to you about their day. Should they let you know of a
situation that made them feel unsafe at school when they come home, please let us know the following
morning so we can follow up. To support us in empowering the students to tell us immediately, as a part
of your conversation, please remind your child of the No, So, Go, Tell steps to ensure they are letting us
know the day incidents have occurred.
On the following page you will see this explained further on a poster we have both in our classrooms
and around the school.
As always, please see me if you have any cares, concerns or celebrations.
Kind regards

Megan Barrett, Principal



Say ‘no’



Be firm but polite

So…

so.. ??







Has it worked?
Has the behaviour
stopped?
What else can I try?

Walk away...go to the




tell..

duty teacher if at recess/
lunch
to your classroom teacher



Tell the teacher



Be honest—Tell all



Tell today

ROOM 6
Half way through the term already and lots of learning is going on in Room 6.
The Kitty Cats are learning their shapes, colours, numbers, concepts and syllables. So
far they have covered red and grey, circle and triangle, big and small.
Copy Cats are learning sounds, sight words, numbers and comprehending what they
“read”.
We have all been having water fun, as this is our Science theme.
We have been creating master pieces in Art and we are starting
to decorate our room so you can see what we have been up to
on Open Day later in the term. We learn a lot through play both
indoors and out. We are also learning to share and play with
others. Everyone is coping well with their arrival routine.
The parent help roster is up for those of you who would like to come and assist on
Mondays and Wednesdays. Please call in and fill in your name. Your help is greatly
appreciated.
I hope you will all support the P&C’s Mothers Day raffle and send in your donations
to fill up our Room 6 basket! Please refer to the pink note that came home last week.
Mrs C
Cute quote – “I’m going to get muddy at lunch time. I’ve got Nutella in my sandwich!”

ROOM 1
Half way through Term One and everyone in Room One has been involved in
assessments and testing. It has been an extremely busy time but it should all be
finished soon and then parents are welcome to make an appointment after school to
come and discuss their child’s results and academic progress.
This term we are focusing on counting numbers and sequencing in Mathematics as
well as positional language and mapping. In English our term focus will be on reading
and writing narratives. Science is all about insects, and in History we are learning
about Ancient Australia and Australia’s First People.
The Year Ones have adjusted well to their new classroom and the Year Twos are
showing great maturity and are enjoying helping their younger classmates. Some of
the siblings are not enjoying it quite so much as the others.
Ms Harman

ROOM 2
Hello Parents/ Caregivers and Children of Room 2
It’s hard to believe we are over half way into the term already! All subjects are now up and running so
students have been working away like little buzzing worker bees. In Science we have been learning
about the wonderful world of plants and are very excitedly growing dwarf beans from seeds. Students
have been amazed by the rapid growth that occurred over the long weekend. The classroom seems to
be the perfect microclimate to grow seedlings in
Already some dwarf bean seedlings are over 20cm long. We have been
experimenting with variables, such as halving the amount of water and
light the seedling has access to. The majority of seedlings that have the
same controlled variables have all developed leaves within 7 days of
being planted. We have been keeping a Science Journal to record our
understandings of germination, growth and photosynthesis. Soon we will
be given the task of ‘writing a Report’ on our chosen plant. I hope to see
their knowledge of plants explode!

Imaginations were alight and in full blaze the past few weeks.
Students have been learning how to write an intriguing and engaging
narrative. By using descriptive and figurative language the writer can
hook and entice the reader.
Standout writing includes:
“After a few minutes, she heard the wind in the woods. The water
rippled, the trees rustled and a damp petal landed on her palm”
Macy – Year 4
“She woke up to a beautifully peaceful morning and watched over
the deep blue falls” – Amber - Year 4
“Wind blew harder than a boulder rolling at full speed” Ethan – Year 4
“I was so frightened that I was shivering, shaking and screaming” Caitlyn – Year 3

I smell fresh air, see acorns and mossy trees. Then I see a calm river” William – Year 4
(The narratives have been very enjoyable to read – it is crystal clear that effort pays off)
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter and as the parent’s pamphlet explained please
feel free to contact me if you have any queries at all.
Best Wishes Ms Jones

ROOM 4
Well how busy has it been and the weather is not the most comfortable. Thank goodness
for our air conditioners!
Thank you to Messrs Barrett, Carlshausen and Holliday for their organisation of the
Leadership Camp. Thank you Miss Smith and Mr Milnes for staying overnight with the
students. It will be great having Messrs Garratt and Holliday with us during the days
too. The students were looking forward to it very much.
We have been busy in class working on routines and standards of work. Number Square
is underway. The Year Five students have taken to it like a duck to water. We will be
starting subtraction this coming week We will start to master recall of our 8 times tables
too. Spelling and Reading groups will be underway on Monday as well. There has been a
lot of testing happening, so that these groups can be organised and function in the best
possible manner.
Working on building our vocabulary knowledge is of importance too and
the students have certainly been applying this knowledge to their daily
writing. Our narrative starters are very exciting and the students are
taking pride in the level of excitement they portray in their work.
Socially we have been working on NO! SO? GO. TELL. Over the last week we have
completed a couple of lessons in this.
In Week 7, I will be working on the Leavers’ shirt with the students. Hopefully having it
sorted and ordered by the end of the term.
Thank you once again for your support with the learning programmes in Room Four.
Mr Clune

Voluntary Contributions 2020 - $50 per child
A reminder that school fees are now due.
Thank you to those families who have already paid.
Please make every effort to pay these as soon as possible.
Payment may be made by EFT
Please use your family name and school fees as reference
BSB: 016 650
Acct No: 340943005
Acct Name: Walkaway Primary School
Bank: ANZ Geraldton

Come along and learn about our whole school approach to phonics and
spelling, presented by Lisa Watts from the Dyslexia Speld Foundation.
Date: Thursday 12th March
Time: 5:30pm – 6:15pm
Place: Library

