Walkaway Primary School

Newsletter #10 3rd July 2019
JULY UPCOMING EVENTS

4th Free Dress Day—PJs

5th NAIDOC Excursion
End of Term Two
23rd July Students first
day of Term Three

26th July P&C DAY WA

Dear Parents and families,
I would like to begin by thanking everyone for another fantastic term.
They go past very quickly. There is a lot of important information in this
newsletter so please read it carefully and contact me if there are any
queries.
REPORTS
Reports come home today. It has been a pleasure reading all of the
students’ reports with so much progress evident for each individual
student at our school. Please make an appointment with your teacher if
you would like to discuss your child’s report further.
As there is so much to cover in this newsletter, I will take this opportunity
to wish you all a safe and happy holiday and I look forward to seeing you
all back next term.
Kind regards,
Megan Barrett, Principal

31st Music A Viva
AUGUST UPCOMING
EVENTS
7th QPT Revolting
Rhymes Yrs. 1-6
9th NCVISSA
Cross Country
20th Faction Jumps,
Throws, Distance races

23rd Faction Carnival

IT’S TIME TO ENROL
Remember to enrol your child
and/or let others in our
community know. You need to
enrol your child if they are:

Kindergarten age - four
years old by 30 June 2020;
Or if they have not previously
been enrolled and are:

Pre-primary age (first year
of compulsory school) – 5
years old by 30 June 2020;
or

changing schools.

P&C Day WA
All past and present Walkaway Primary School P&C members are invited to join us on Friday
26th July at 9am for a sausage breakfast to celebrate all of the amazing contributions our
P&C have made over the years.
Our school wouldn’t be the great place it is today without our P&C. We are creating a timeline of
P&C contributions and events and would love your help.

TRIPLE P POSITIVE PARENTING
As well as our Triple P Positive Parenting workshops available next term which I urge you to consider
registering for, there are workshops being run in Geraldton for Parents of Teenagers. . Registration
processes are different for the Parents of Teenagers workshops, please see the posters below.
The workshops held here at Walkaway Primary School are for parents of children 0-12 years. It has been
put on our Facebook page and the Walkaway Community Facebook page as an event. If you are unable
to access this or need further information, please call us on 9926 1008.

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA
Under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992This link will open in a new window (DDA) and
the Disability Standards for Education 2005 (This link will open in a new window) Australian
students with disability must be able to access and participate in education on the same basis as
their peers. To ensure this, students with disability may receive adjustments to access education,
based on the professional judgement of teachers, in consultation with the student and/or their
parents, guardians or carers.
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) gives
Australian schools, parents, guardians and carers, education authorities and the community
information about the number of students with disability in schools and the adjustments they
receive. The Australian Education Regulation 2013 requires all schools to report the data
collected for the NCCD to the Australian Government on an annual basis.
I have included a fact sheet for your information. Please see me if you would like anything
clarified further.
GOOD STANDING POLICY—TRIAL BEGINNING TERM 3
Last year, the Minister of Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery MLC, published a statement on
school violence, Let’s Take a Stand Together (please click on this link to access this policy). As a
part of that statement, it became compulsory for all schools to have a Good Standing Policy.
Although we don’t have significant behaviour problems, we are committed to maintaining our
high standard of expectations, and we do currently have some concerns with some behaviours
that are coming into the school at the moment. We will be looking at this semester as a trial
period, with the policy being developed from the outcomes and observations gathered.
Our proposed Good Standing Procedures are linked with our current behaviour management
flowchart which I have inserted on the following page for your reference.
Good Standing Process
Level 2 behaviours result in loss of Good Standing until they have had 3 consecutive positive days
Level 3 behaviours result in the loss of Good Standing until they have had their suspension/
detention/withdrawl plus 2 consecutive positive days
Continual Level 1 behaviours over a 2 week period with no self reflection and changing
behaviours (eg losing 15/30 minutes a few times each week) equates to a Level 2 behaviour
consequence – needs 3 positive days.
Loss of Good Standing means students will not be a part of incursions or excursions
We will also add a detention time period to Fun Friday time loss.
15mins = 5 mins detention
30 mins = 10 mins detention etc

As always, these measures will not be the sole
strategy we use, with numerous WALK tickets, the
positive of Fun Friday and individual discussions
and plans to target key behaviours.
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Thank you for coming to our assembly. Our little bears did a great job of speaking and
performing in front of an audience. Because of the rain we had to have our real picnic inside,
but all the bears enjoyed themselves and ate lots. Thank you very much to Mrs Austin and Mrs
Garratt for your help.
Our visit to QPT for Possum Magic was lots of fun. Everyone enjoyed the show and behaved
beautifully.
A reminder that Kindies add Thursday to their week next term. We look forward to seeing you
on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday until the end of the year.
All library books were due in last week. Please return any that may still be at home before the
holidays.
We end the term with two fun days. Don’t forget to wear pyjamas on Thursday and your
smartest blue shirt on Friday for our visit to the museum and Beachlands.
In week two of next term, Room 6 is going on an excursion to the Post Office, the town
Library and Haines Signs. More information to follow after the holidays.
I hope everyone has an enjoyable holiday and returns fit for a busy Term 3. Pre Primaries will
be participating in their first athletics carnival, which is always exciting. I hope you enjoy reading
your child’s report and celebrating their wonderful progress with them.
Mrs C
Cute quotes: “Lip balm is for hot lips. It helps to cool them down!”
“He is unstracting me!”
“You’re not using full mindset!”

Well the rain has finally arrived and so have the holidays!
In room one we are frantically trying to finish things off and get things
organised for next term.
Wednesday 3rd July will be last day for home reading.
All library books were due back last Thursday, but there are a few
students who haven’t returned theirs as yet.

We are all looking forward to wearing our pyjamas to school on
Thursday.

The NAIDOC celebrations on Friday will be a wonderful
way to end the term.
Wishing everyone a warm and cosy holiday.



Ms Harman

Well this term is nearly at a close. It has come about very quickly indeed!
Thank you all for your support over the last semester. As I say at my meeting at the
beginning of the year it is a team effort. Being focused on the work at hand is important.
I will be dropping the Randolph Stow entries in this Friday after school, as the entries close
sooner than I thought!
Reports are going home today.
Thank you to the staff that assisted with the Ambassador’s Disco last Wednesday night.
An enjoyable evening was had by all the students who attended this event. It was well
supported by our student body.
A reminder that Room 4 students are to wear school uniform for our excursion to
Geraldton on Friday 5th July. Please bring lunches and water to drink. It will be a busy
day for us. Thank you to Mrs Barrett and Miss Smith for organising this day for us.
Have a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. The downhill run of primary school is definitely on
for our Year 6 Leaders! Term Three will be a busy term as usual.
Don’t forget your pyjamas tomorrow!
Mr Clune

Room 2 loved having Mr Anderson while I was away. Thank you very much to Mr
Anderson for all that you did for Room 2.
Here’s some of what we have been up to in class since then:
We are revising the comprehension strategy of Main Idea. Groups are working on
Springboards into Comprehension titles, Fossil Fuels, Pharaohs & Inside Your Mouth.
Our first session with the books includes a prediction where students select 7 words
from the text that activate prior knowledge and put the vocabulary in context.
Then they write a gist statement which explains what they think the book will be
about. When done as a whole class contrasting the three different books it shows
students how much they already know about the text by understanding the
meaning of words.
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Maths – Geometry Classifying Shapes. We are looking at 2D shapes at the moment
and the definition of a polygon (poly = many) (gon = angles). A polygon is a closed
shape with 3 or more straight sides. Drawing a tree diagram to classify
quadrilaterals. Students are using this to name shapes with given attributes.
Science – Investigating Forces, Newton’s First Law of Motion, looking at how
balanced forces work to keep an object at rest. Next week we are conducting
more experiments.
Wednesday night saw a lot of bling and billionaires milling about looking either
glamourous or loaded with cash. So many great costumes! As soon as the music
started it was clear Walkaway has so many amazing dancers. Once again, an
amazingly fun time was had by all and a hearty supper was prepared by Mrs
Greichen’s class. Thanks Mr Clune for your DJ skills and Mrs Clement, Mrs Holliday
and Mrs Greichen for a great night.
This week in Helping Minds we looked at social scenarios and decided whether
they were green (positive), red (negative) or yellow (not sure) responses. This
prompted lots of quality discussion. Students then prepared a chart depicting 2
types of self talk.
1. Trash Talk (unhelpful self talk)
2. Treasure Talk (positive, helpful, self talk).
Students were asked to convert trash talk to positive “Treasure Talk”. They were
given “homework” to fill in a shield with “Treasure Talk”. Any time they are feeling
low self esteem they can use their shield to protect them from their negative
thoughts by reading their positive self talk on their shield. This was a powerful tool
that students really responded to. Thank you Soumya!
Art – Looking at the Art of Lloyd Rees, Australian Landscape artist. We produced
three impressionist landscape circles depicting the outback. The student used chalk
pastels for the background and paint for the vegetation. The results are fantastic!
We have had lots of fun with the class money system. Students have earned wages
each week and had to pay rent and utilities. This week we are having a market stall
and there are lots of goods to buy that are recycled toys from my children’s past
life and the Op Shop. So if your child comes home with a new toy be assured they
have properly “paid” for it.
Have a great holiday break whatever you do.
Regards Ms Heywood

Finished for another year!
Please send in any stickers
you may have before the
end of term.
Thank you

Saturday Netball
Round 8
Walkaway vs Dongara 3—6
Best Players: Allen & Izzy
NSG Walkaway had to forfeit
due to sick players

The end of term 2 is almost upon us. It has been a very busy term for everyone.
The School Board has had another two very productive meetings. Staff, Students
and the Board have been working on developing a Code of Conduct for all
members of our school community. Megan, Kristy and I attended a School Board
training day. This was very interesting; we have already started implementing some
of the ideas form the day. Using Connect as a way to store and share all the
information the board deals with, should save a heap of paper. There is also a lot of
information available to help the board with their role.
This can be found here https://www.education.wa.edu.au/school-councils-boards
if anyone is interested in know what role the School Board plays in our school.
Its time for a well earnt rest for our teachers and students. Have a great break and
we will see everyone back refreshed and healthy for the start of term 3.
Our next meeting is Thursday 8th August at 2.30pm.
Narrelle Bate
School Board Chairperson

