Walkaway Primary School

Newsletter #17
6th November 2019
Dear Parents and families,
NOVEMBER
UPCOMING EVENTS

7th Outdoor Day

As you will have seen in the last newsletter, I have now left on Long Service
Leave and welcome Mrs Norah Flanders to my role. I have now extended
my long service leave through to the end of this year. I extend Norah a big
welcome and know she will enjoy being a part of our amazing school for
the remainder of this term. I will see you all at our Graduation and Concert
Night.

11th Remembrance Day

15th Kindy Orientation

18th—22nd Book Fair

22nd NCVISSA Summer
Carnival
DECEMBER
UPCOMING EVENTS

12th Graduation Concert

19th End of Term Four

SURVEY
Last Thursday, I emailed a link to our parent survey for this year. I would
really appreciate it if you could take the time to complete this survey as it
provides us with valuable feedback for our ongoing self reflection and
improvement cycle. The link for the survey is:
Parent Survey 2019
ABSENCE INFORMATION
As I have celebrated with you in previous newsletters, I appreciate the
support and commitment you show to your child’s education in making
sure they are consistently at school. On the days your child is unable to
attend school, it is a Department requirement for you to let the school
know the reason why your child is going to be, or has been, absent from
school as soon as possible. If you could please help us meet this
requirement by giving us a brief reason for the absence as you are notifying
us it would be greatly appreciated.

DIGITAL LICENCE
With thanks to the P&C for their sponsorship, all
of our students are completing a program which
focuses on Digital Literacy, learning how to stay
safe online. There is further information on the
following page on the content of this program.

In this version, children go on an animated adventure with Buddy Bear, learning the basics of using
technology and what to look out for online in a fun and engaging format.

By this age, the majority of kids have spent a lot of time online – at home and in the classroom. The Primary version progresses online learning to cover more information about privacy, searching, sharing,
gaming, social networking, risky behaviours and cyber bullying.
As parents, there are ongoing challenges in ensuring your children can experience the amazing opportunities afforded by the ever changing technologies, apps and online tools while ensuring your child’s
safe use of these and, of course, their own safety. Should you have any concerns, I encourage you to
go to the eSafety.gov.au/parents (click for the link) site which has information to assist you.
Kind regards
Megan Barrett, Principal

The last two weeks have been very busy in Room 6.

We welcomed nine lovely seniors to our first Kindy for Oldies Day. It was a wonderful
experience for young and old, with everyone making new friends and helping each other to
complete a range of fun tasks. The Oldies went home with crowns, necklaces, paintings, craft
creations and big smiles. Our children talked about their new friends for days afterwards.
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Last Friday was the first orientation day for next year’s Kindies. Once again the room was
buzzing as the Copy Cats took them under their wings and helped them with lots of activities
that gave them a taste of how we learn and have fun at the same time. We are looking
forward to seeing our gorgeous new Kindies again next Friday at their second orientation day.
I would like to thank all our special helpers on this day. Some of next year’s ambassadors
spent the morning helping and did a wonderful job.
I would like to say a special thank you to Mrs Austin for her amazing help preparing for
both these days.
It’s time to get back to “normal” this week! We will be doing lots of evaluation tasks ready
for reports and starting work on our concert item.
We have a very busy time of year ahead of us when little people start getting tired and
excited. I have been talking to the children about going to bed early or on time, as I have
noticed a fair bit of tiredness creeping in of late.
As soon as all the details are finalized, I will send home a separate end of year note with
all the information about the concert, class party, end of reading and library borrowing and
clean up days. Mrs C
Cute quote from one of our new friends who attended Oldies Day : “I’m concentrating so
hard, I think I might be dribbling!”

Kindy for Oldies
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The Melbourne Cup has been run and won and we’re off on the run up to the silly season. In Room One we are flat out trying to cover and complete all the many different
aspects of the curriculum.


We have been listening to Roald Dahl’s novel “The BFG” and enjoying the rich and
descriptive language he uses.



We have been working on Persuasive writing and learning how to
come up with reasons to support our argument. We have been
learning to do it FAST.



We have been doing three different lots of Mathematics.



For Science and Health we have been looking at teeth and bones.



Some of the Year Fives come to visit us last Friday and we loved it.
So thanks Year Fives.



Concert practice will start soon and notes went home yesterday about costumes.

Ms Harman

Wow 2 more weeks have gone by and its nearly time to be singing Christmas
songs.

R
O
O
M
2

In Digital Technology we are learning about flow charts and how they provide
step by step instructions to complete a task. They also use branching to show
an if/then pathway.
In Spelling we continue to focus on different sounds. We work on multisyllabic
words in the 2nd week using the same sounds. Students are beginning to use
breaking words into syllables as a strategy to spell any unknown word which is
great to see.
In Maths we are learning how to create and interpret simple grid maps to
show position and pathways and use directions, scales and legends. Looking
at your house on google maps and drawing a bird’s eye view will help students to see the size and shape of things in relation to each other. Mapping
your bedroom is also a good task to practice placing items accurately and
drawing them roughly to scale.
Could you please encourage students to bring in 2-3 items that are textured
that could be used in printmaking? Some examples might be lace, textured
fabric, corrugated cardboard, bubble wrap, flywire, bark or leaves.
There have been many students diligently completing their home reading
and achieving 100 nights, 125 nights and even 150 night’s milestones recently.
Well done to everyone who reads regularly, it is absolutely the best thing to
grow your brain.
Regards Ms Heywood
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Another busy fortnight has passed us by. The end is nigh for our Year 6 students and their
parents and a busy time for all.
We are aiming for variety in this year’s speeches as there is a greater number of students
graduating, it will be easier for students to keep to the 1.5 minute time frame.
The questions that the Year 6 students will be asked to address in the speech at Graduation
include:

One important “thing” you will take from learning at Walkaway Primary School as you
move onto High School.

Your “Greatest Achievement” whilst at Walkaway Primary School.

What are you looking forward to in high school?

What career would you like to embark on after you finish school?

What quote would you like to take with you through life?

One country you would like to explore as an adult and why?

What is your favourite memory from being at Walkaway Primary School?
Students are to select 5 of the above questions for their reflection at Graduation.
I have heard from Geraldton Senior High School regarding transition, which will be held on
Wednesday 27th November. The school is still waiting to hear back from Champion Bay Senior
high school regarding their transition programme.
The Year 6 students participated in an informative day last Friday. It was all about Resilience and
Healthy Choices. Well done to all of our students. Hopefully this inspired some discussions at
home.
Remembrance Day is fast approaching and we will be having discussions on this in depth on
Friday this week.
Important dates:
Thursday 12th December Graduation / Concert 6.00 pm -- Green. Red or White PLAIN TOP.
Monday 16th December Class Party 12:15pm
Wednesday 18th December Clean up day/ Big Day Out
Please mark these dates in your diary.
We wish Mrs Barrett a safe and restful Long Service Leave. Thank you for your support and
assistance with the education of your child.
Mr Clune

The students involved in this tasked were
asked to design and make a horse with as
little waste as possible.

Hello Everyone,
Term 4 is flying by, it will graduation concert before we know it.
The nomination and selection process is now complete and it is with great pleasure we can
announce that the new parent representative is Cate Weston. On behalf of the board and
parents of Walkaway Primary School I would like to congratulate Cate and welcome her to
her new role. Thank you to all those who took part in the voting process and helped us find
a new parent representative.
On that note 3 positions will become vacant at the end of the year. Megan will be calling for
nominations as soon as school returns in 2020. If you think this is something you might be
interested in, we have one more meeting this year which you are more than welcome to
attend. For more information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
The school board has been busy again. This term we had a visit from the school review
board. They spent the day chatting with board members, the P&C, staff and students.
Their findings and recommendations will be published soon. We have also reviewed the
Charges and Contributions for 2020 and are pleased to be able to leave these pretty much
unchanged. We would like to thank those parents who have paid their 2019 charges and
contributions and encourage anyone who hasn’t to do so as soon as possible.
Narrelle Bate
School Board Chair

Term 4 School Banking Dates
8.30am till 9am in Room 3
6th November
20th November 4th December
18th December

